Nature’s Treasure 
· Case study 1-
In a tribal village, people cut trees from the nearby forest daily for cooking fuel and firewood. Over the years, the forest started becoming thinner, and wild animals lost their homes. The teacher explained that wood is a renewable resource only if trees are replanted. But if trees are cut faster than they are grown, it becomes like a non-renewable resource.
· Questions: 
1. Why does the teacher say that wood can become “like a non-renewable resource”?
2. If the villagers use only firewood for cooking, how will it affect – 
i. The health of women and children in the house?
ii. The environment? 
3. Suggest one alternative renewable resource the villagers can use instead of firewood. Why is it better?

· Case study 2-
A river In Himachal Pradesh is used to build a dam. The water stored in the dam rotates turbines to generate electricity. This electricity is clean and renewable because the river keeps flowing. In contrast, a nearby thermal power plant burns coal to produce electricity, which causes air pollution and uses up a non-renewable resource.
· Questions: 
1. If too many dams are built on a river, what environmental problems might occur?
2. Suppose more hydropower projects are built in India. How will it benefit future generations?
3. If hydropower projects reduce pollution, why can’t India shut down all coal plants immediately?
